APPROVED SPECIALIST PROGRAM

SURF SCIENCE YEAR 7-9
PROSPECTUS

Context
As a leading Independent Public School in the Peel region, John Tonkin College provides a contemporary
learning environment that is responsive to the rapidly changing world around us.
Founded in 2012 through the amalgamation of Mandurah High School and Mandurah Senior College, the
school is now a vibrant entity operating across two main sites; the Year 10-12 MET (Mandurah Education
and Training) Campus on Education Drive and the Year 7-9 Tindale Campus. The college also operates The
Marine Centre in Dawesville.
John Tonkin College is named after one of Australia’s longest serving politicians, the late Honourable John
Tonkin who was a teacher, Education Minister, Deputy Premier and Premier of Western Australia. He valued
fair play, hard work, tolerance, patience and believed in correct and proper teaching that developed good
relationships with students.
John Tonkin College is an AVID (Advancement Via Individual Determination) School. This program provides
a consistent approach to the teaching of Writing, Inquiry, Collaboration, Organisation and Reading (WICOR)
skills. AVID is designed to give students a platform from which they can attain their goals. The Department
of Education Approved Specialist Surf Science Program for Years 7—9 is designed to take learning into
the Peel marine environment. The program is designed for highly motivated, physically active and aspirant
students who enjoy working as part of a team and challenging themselves. Surf Science students develop
a strong understanding of the local environment and lead within the community. In Year 10, students may
apply for placement in the ATAR Preparation Program. In Years 11 and 12, students have a wide range of
General, Vocational Training and University Pathway courses to choose from.
John Tonkin College aspires to achieve outstanding results for the students of Mandurah. In doing this, we
are establishing an aspirational and supportive learning environment where all students have access to programs which can lead them to higher achievement. We are excited about the potential of our students and
look forward to assisting them to achieve their goals.

Our Vision...
Fostering an optimistic future by empowering our
college community to succeed.
Our Values...
Excellence

– We aspire to do and be the best that we can and continually challenge ourselves to
achieve our potential. We are self-reliant, motivated and contributing members within the community. The
staff provide quality teaching, quality curriculum pathways and abundant support for students.

Respect – We understand, teach and model that respect begins with respect for self. We develop a
strong sense of belonging at John Tonkin College by demonstrating empathy and kindness. We ensure that
students see themselves as individual and unique with their own talents and qualities and have a strong
sense of self-worth and belonging.
Commitment

– We believe in our students and their capacity to achieve their goals. We assist people
to discover and pursue their goals and aspirations and to take ownership of their choices and responsibilities.
We operate on the premise that perseverance and resilience are essential life skills that can be developed.

JOHN TONKIN COLLEGE
SURF SCIENCE SPECIALIST PROGRAM
PROGRAM RATIONALE
Mandurah High School received accreditation to
offer a specialised Surf Science Program in 2008. In
2012, the Surf Science program continued to develop
and placed a speciﬁc focus on Marine Science and
Outdoor Education. The program accommodated
selected students from Years 7, 8, 9 and 10 within
an academically challenging pathway, and featured
integrated curriculum developed across English,
Mathematics, Society and Environment, Science,
Physical Education and Outdoor Education.
From 2020, the Surf Science program will continue
to focus on Marine and Outdoor Education studies
however the program will now include Year 7, 8 and 9
only. The program will accommodate these students
within an academically challenging pathway and
develop students who have a passion for the
outdoors and environment. The Year 10 students from
the program will continue to build on their strong
self-management skills and Marine and Outdoor
Education knowledge while having the opportunity
to choose other specialised course in readiness for
Senior School. The program will continue to prepare
students for an ATAR pathway, developing skills such
as effective research and study habits. Students who
choose not to continue with an ATAR pathway will
be well equipped to complete at high levels, general
courses and Endorsed Programs such as Vocational
Education and Training qualiﬁcations.

The students will continue to work in outstanding
educational facilities throughout the college and
community, including the purpose built John Tonkin
College Marine and Maritime Centre at Dawesville.
They have access to well-equipped Science
Laboratories, IT ready classrooms, and a bus to
enable ﬁeld work such that the marine/coastal
environment forms as extended classroom in which
our students will work and learn. Students within
the Specialist Surf Science Program will have expert
teaching within each of the curriculum disciplines
and will enjoy the support of many professional
and community based organisations, including
Coast Care WA, St John's Ambulance, Mandurah
Make Place, Eco Ocean, AQUA, the Department of
Fisheries and Wildlife, Curtin University, Murdoch
University, the City of Mandurah, Peel Harvey
Catchment Council, Mandurah Environment and
Heritage Group and Tangaroa Blue.

Program Outline
Year 7, 8 and 9 students will be taught the WA Curriculum in all subject areas, however, they will have a
focus in Outdoor and Marine Science Education. From Year 7-9 students will be actively involved in Outdoor
Education. They will participate in stand up paddle boarding, swimming, sailing, snorkelling, kayaking,
surﬁng and other water based activities. Students will attend excursions and camps to enhance these skills
and obtain various water qualiﬁcations throughout their years in Surf Science including Bronze Medallion,
First Aid and Skippers ticket.
Marine Science is a focus within the Surf Science program and students will have 1-2 lessons each week on
this area. This will enhance their knowledge on marine life, environmental conservation and it will involve
students being actively involved in Marine Science projects such as Estuary Guardians Fin Guide and dolphin
forums, ﬁshing line bins, Tangaroa Blue marine debris, tree planting and the Shorebird and Black Bream
programs.
Students in the Surf Science program would have a keen interest in outdoor recreation, environmental
conservation and contributing to the community. They are strongly encouraged to choose elective courses
based on these interest. This includes Bushrangers, Marine and Outdoor Education and the Duke of
Edinburgh Award.

Surf Science
Outdoor Education Activities
Year 7
• Swimming
• Snorkelling
• Stand Up Paddleboard
(SUP)
• Canoeing
• Surﬁng
• Sailing
Camps include – Leadership,
Marine Centre and Woodman
Point

Year 8
• Swimming
• Snorkelling
• Stand Up Paddleboard
(SUP)
• Canoeing
• Surﬁng
• Cycling
• Sailing
Camps include – Leadership,
Marine Centre and Rottnest
Island

Year 9
• Stand Up Paddleboard
(SUP)
• Kayaking
• Surﬁng
• Sailing
• Power Boating
• Abseiling
• Duke of Edinburgh Award
• Bronze Medallion
Camps include – Leadership,
ERN Haliday and Margaret
River

Selection Process
The model for implementation will facilitate access to the Surf Science program for selected students based
on academic performance, interest and appropriately developed self-management skills. An interview
process may be used in determining student suitability for the program.
Application achievement guidelines:
• Achievement with at least C grade achievement in all Subjects. Higher grades will be best suited for
the program (conﬁrmed by ﬁnal report)
• NAPLAN results reﬂecting achievement at standard. Higher NAPLAN results will be best suited for
the program.
• Strong records of positive and appropriate behaviour. Regular attendance.
• Leadership qualities such as Student Councillors, Faction Captains and Head Boy/Girl.
References from staff.
• Strong interest and involvement in water based, environmental and/or local community activities.
Satisfactory swimming ability.

Spotlight on river health:
Murray River ‘ﬁlled to the bream’ after
successful launch of new aquaculture
program
More than 2000 juvenile black bream were released into the Murray River in December 2019 as part of
the Stock Enhancement of Black Bream in the Murray River project.
Students, staff and project partners were joined by representatives from Recﬁshwest, the Peel Regional Development Commission, Alcoa and the Nature Conservancy, as well as Mandurah MP David Templeman and
Professor Lyn Beazley, at John Tonkin College ahead of the bream release last year.
Students led a tour of their aquaculture facility and shared their knowledge with guests before travelling to
the Murray River to release the bream not far from where their parents were captured.
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