
Humanities and Social Sciences and AVID at John Tonkin College 

The Humanities and Social Sciences (HASS) Learning Area at John Tonkin College prepares 
students for the changing nature of our globalised world. Our focus on past and present 
global issues equips students to be informed, positive community citizens. 

JTC’s commitment to the AVID program allows students to engage with HASS in ways that 
meet their learning needs. The AVID priorities of Writing, Inquiry, Collaboration, 
Organisation and Reading teaches life-long skills for success. 

In HASS, AVID is incorporated daily to create engaging classroom activities.  Students are 
taught to write and record their understanding using a range of formats. Cornell Notes 
combined with interactive activities allows students to record key concepts, revise them 
using our repetition strategies and engage with content to successfully complete a task. 
Numerous HASS concepts are interconnected and can be expressed visually. As such, there 
is a focus on teaching through graphic organisers, infographics, process diagrams, maps, 
graphs and hands on activities.  

    

  

 

 

Graphic organisers and visual means of tracking information, such as glossaries, word walls, 
and critical readings also allow teachers to support and develop student’s literacy skills.  



 

Guided readings teach students to deconstruct non-fiction texts, identify key words, 
critically read and analyse. These are examples our year 7s have been working on, 
developed by Ms Cargill.  

 

   

Critical reading to locate both literal and implied information supports students critical 
thinking skills and helps develop research skills, locating specific information, evidence and 
examples to support theories. 

In classes, critical thinking skills are also developed using case studies. An image, map or 

source is shown and students identify different elements and patterns. These prompts allow 

students to work together, generate interest and engage in discussions that lead to student 

centred learning activities. 

 

The HASS department provides structured learning experiences that build personal 
organisation skills. Students are encouraged to review their work on a regular basis, to 
ensure they are organised and up to date with their learning. This allows students to achieve 
to their maximum potential in our Learning Area. 

 


