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The Tuckey’s of Mandurah 

John Tuckey arrived on the ship ‘Rockingham’, with his son James, and daughter Charlotte in 1830. 

John travelled to Australia after serving in the English 43rd Regiment during the Peninsular War 1805-

1815.  

 

John Tuckey (1789-1872) Peninsular War Medal 

John was indentured to Thomas Peel, and received a grant of 50 acres of land when he arrived in 

Mandurah that same year. See below a copy of the original title for the land granted to John Tuckey. 

 

James Tuckey with sons John and Charles. 
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The Letter Books kept by Charles Tuckey, that I have in my possession, date from 1887, mostly 

recording the accounts and business of the Fish Factory. The majority of these letters are either to 

people who were indebted to Charles or appeals on behalf of himself for more time to pay a debt. 

These letters indicate finance was always a problem. The rest of the letter books include 

correspondence of the Mandurah Progress Association during the time when Charles Tuckey was either 

Secretary or Chairman. Early in the 20th Century, the signature of the Secretary of the Association 

changed from Charles Tuckey to Hobart Tuckey (son of Charles).                  

 

Charles Tuckey – 1846 to 1912. 

The information I have included here prior to earliest letter book, dated 1887, I have researched from 

various documents. The Authors include Lady Hasluck, Mr Smart, an article written for the Historical 

Society, ‘Early Days’ by John Honniball, some family records, and newspaper cuttings of the day all of 

which I have in my possession. The Letter Books are now very fragile, many of the letters written in ink 

are difficult to read with some no longer legible due to the ink fading or many cases the ink has 

smudged. 

Some of the wording is difficult to follow, and some words I could not find in the dictionary. Despite 

this, I hope these records give some indication of the hardships the early settlers endured in the early 

years at Mandurah. 
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Charles Tuckey - Letter books 

The Early History 

 1830: John Tuckey with his 2 children, Thomas Eacott, T Watson and his wife and a free carpenter, 

left Clarence for Mandurah, where Peel had decided to base himself. They were told to select 50 acres 

of land each to settle on. They built one room cottages of wattle and daub to live in while they 

proceeded to clear their land. The scrub was thick and took a long time to clear by hand.  It is recorded, 

that John Tuckey had a quarter of an acre cleared and sown with seed he had brought with him from 

Clarence by Christmas 1830. 

 

Map of land conveyed to John Tuckey from Thomas Peel. 
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1831: One Lieutenant and six soldiers were stationed at the settlement in October of that year at the 

request of the residents, to protect them from the troublesome natives. 

1843: Settlements South of Mandurah, Australind, Vasse and Augusta, brought many travellers 

through the town. Most travelled by horseback, and on reaching Mandurah had to swim their horses 

across the estuary before continuing the journey down the coast. In 1843, Peel gave the Government 

an acre of land to establish a Ferry Service. This service was initially run by Sarah Littleton, the widow 

of an immigrant of Peel. Sarah opened a house of accommodation for the travellers, a licence was 

granted, and it was called the ‘Marine Hotel’. This Hotel closed at the end of 1843 and Thomas Watson 

took over the running of the Ferry for a short time. He proved to be unreliable. John Sutton, who was 

then living on the West side of the Estuary, took over the contract, hiring the boat from Peel. John 

Sutton besides running the farm and operating the Ferry, in 1847 was permitted to keep a house of 

accommodation on the far side of the estuary. This was called the ‘Wayside Inn’, a single story building 

of about 8 rooms. 

In the early days of the ferry service passengers had to pull themselves across. The cost was 1 Shilling 

per person, 2 Shillings for horse and rider, 2 Shillings and 6 Pence for a cow, bullock and driver, 3 Pence 

per sheep, 3 Shillings for carriages with 2 horses or oxen. The operating times were to be 6am-8pm in 

Summer, and 7am-6pm in Winter. Eventually an iron winch was installed, and in 1857 a small boat used 

in conjunction with the ferry for foot passengers.     

1843: Produce was very important to the early settlers.  Supplies had to come from Fremantle by 

bullock wagon. Vegetables were cultivated, vined and fruit trees planted.  Poultry and pigs raised. Small 

quantities of wheat were harvested annually. This wheat was ground by hand, until Joseph Cooper 

arrived at the settlement, and built a grinding mill on the Estuary. The mill was first built with sails and 

a movable roof, to enable the sails to catch the prevailing winds. Apparently, there were many windless 

days as the sails were eventually replaced by steam. 

 

The Mill at the mouth of the river mouth 
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The progress of this new area was depended on Transport. In the early years supplies had to come 

from Fremantle by Bullock Wagon. This service was slow, unreliable, and irregular. The Murray District 

was gradually becoming established as a productive Agricultural area, and it became necessary to have 

an adequate means of transport to the nearest market, Fremantle.  In the early 1840’s a boat service 

was introduced and used for many years as the main means of transport between Mandurah and 

Fremantle.      The Cutters ‘May’ and ‘Ada’ were two of the boats used at that time. 

1847: The link between Pinjarra and Mandurah was a track. The track crossed the Serpentine at the 

mouth, where it was mostly shallow enough for the horses to ford the stream and then continued on, 

following the Murray River on the northern side until it reached Pinjarra. A wooden bridge had been 

built at Pinjarra to cross the river. Heavy rain washed away this bridge later in 1847. Travellers and 

residents were handicapped for a number of years, as it is recorded that in 1853, a Memorial was sent 

to the Governor, requesting something be done about replacing the bridge: 

“It was causing considerable inconvenience to travellers and residents, as they now had to cross the 

river by way of a fallen Tree”. 

It was eventually replaced with considerable pruning of costs late in 1853. Mandurah was also 

appealing for a Bridge over the Estuary. That had to wait another 40 years. 

1858: It is recorded that there were about 26 families in Mandurah. 

1867: The first State Elections were held. 

Pearling 

During the 1870’s the booming pearling industry attracted John and Charles Tuckey. Working in 

partnership they were equipped with two boats, the “Florence” and the “Jessie”. They employed native 

divers, as was customary. They had good powers of endurance and good eyesight and proved 

themselves as first rate divers. These native divers were picked up on the coast as John and Charles 

travelled north up the coast. They would be on the beach, apparently, awaiting the boats arrival. 

Originally Charles took 3 local natives for diving, though later, found the Broome natives were better, 

as they could dive deeper and stay down longer. Charles encouraged his natives to make friends with 

2 of the Broome natives, and they finally joined him for the remainder of the Season.  

 

Charles Tuckey with native divers. 
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Whilst pearling and during the trips north water and wood supplies had to be replenished at intervals. 

One time, Charles anchored his boat off-shore, and took a smaller boat to land to collect these supplies. 

A man called Cornish, was left on board, with the two Broome natives, while the others went ashore.  

Mr. Cornish was warned by Charles to keep alert and a careful watch on the other two on board, as he 

did not think they were to be trusted. As Charles returned to the “Cutter”, he saw two natives 

swimming for shore. Knowing something must be amiss he caught the natives and returned with them 

to the boat to find Cornish headless. 

Rescue of the Stefano Crew 

In 1876, when the pearling season had finished Charles Tuckey headed for Fremantle aboard the 

“Jessie”.   Having rounded the Norwest Cape they struck fierce gales, so Charles decided to anchor in 

the lee of the Cape.  As he moved inshore natives on the beach hailed him, and on further inspection 

was presented with two emaciated white youths. In broken English, one of them told their story. They 

were the sole survivors of the shipwreck of the ship “Stefano”. Survivors had swum ashore, to be 

greeted by rather aggressive natives. Fortunately, they later became friendlier, and helped them find 

water and food. They were the only survivors of about 30 people who were on board, and made shore. 

Charles Tuckey took the two boys aboard and brought them back to Fremantle. Once recovered, 

Baccich stayed with Charles, and the other survivor stayed with a family in Fremantle. A few months 

later they found transport to return them to Hungary. Charles Tuckey was presented with a Gold Watch 

from the Hungarian Government for his part in the rescue. The watch was inscribed in Hungarian, “The 

Royal Hungarian Sailors thank Captain Charles Tuckey 1876”. 

 

Hobart Tuckey – 1884 to 1951 
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This watch was presented to the Historical Society in 1951 by Hobart Tuckey. In 2007, Owen, son of 

Hobart, received a letter from the Royal Western Australian Historical Society to inform him that, 

unfortunately the watch had been stolen. 

Baccich wrote to Charles later, from New Orleans in America, and they kept in touch for some years. A 

descendent of Baccich came to Mandurah to meet relatives of Charles, and travelled to Cossack to see 

the area where his relative spent some weeks. He wrote a book to record this Historical event. 

After 4-5 seasons of pearling the brothers invested their profits in a new enterprise. Charles forming 

C.J Tuckey & Co - The Peel Inlet Preserving Works and John entered into partnership with the Fremantle 

Merchants, Owston and Pearce.  

 

Mandurah Preserving Works 

John Tuckey’s next command was a far cry from his little schooner which he had sold in 1880 as, on 

behalf of the partnership, he purchased the “Ribson”, a three masted Barque of 397 Tons. It was 

Purchased as a wreck in the Java Sea, and when reconditioned, John took her on a trading run between 

the Straits and Japan, later trading with a cargo of sugar from Surabaya to Melbourne. John returned 

to Fremantle with the Ribson, in 1880, where the ship was registered in the name of J. Tuckey and 

Partners.  

Two years later he relinquished his captaincy, and returned to the Pearling grounds as Master of the 

schooner “Argo” of 33 tons. 

In 1884 he took charge of the “Comet” a schooner of 29 tons, built for J. & C. Tuckey, at Fremantle, by 

T.W. Mews. The ‘Comet’, was used between Mandurah and Fremantle, carrying Tuckey & Co.’s 
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Produce. During the 1890’s John Tuckey became Part owner of a vessel, the “Sarie Borneo” and, in 

1900, somewhere off Borneo, he died of a paralytic stroke.   

 

Fish Canning 

1869: The first preserving business was established in Fremantle. The history of this industry is well 

documented in a letter written by Charles Tuckey to the Ministerial Head of the Fisheries Department, 

and later sent to the editor of the Western Mail (see 1899). 

1876: The first school opened, and Walter Mewburn became official Schoolmaster. The Government 

would not erect a school, so he built his own out of wattle and daub, and taught there for many years. 

Prior to the school being built Eliza Tuckey taught her own children and other children in the town, for 

which she received a retainer from the authorities for her work. Eliza also cared for the health of those 

in the town. Standard cure was apparently hot water and mustard wrappings. 

1878: One of the most tragic events of this period in Mandurah, the Barque “James Service” struck 

Murray Reef in a storm, 7 miles offshore. All lives were lost, and when the news of the disaster reached 

the town, Charles Tuckey assisted Police Constable Holmes in the unrewarding search for survivors’. 

Personal effects and cargo drifted ashore and James Tuckey was appointed receiver, by the Collector 

of Customs. A life boat was acquired by the Tuckey family, renamed “Ellen”, and was used by the family, 

until it too ended its career tragically 11 years later.    

1893: The Perth to Bunbury Railway was completed as far as Pinjarra, offering the fishermen an 

alternative outlet for their fresh fish, saving considerable time in cleaning, which they had to do for 

sale to the canning works. The opening of the railway meant a reliable form of transport, and a road 

link was established between Mandurah and Pinjarra, firstly with horse and buggy and later by Char-a-

banc (open sided carriage). Later that year a bridge was built at Ravenswood, crossing the Murray 

River. 

Holiday makers were flocking to Mandurah. Goldfields people sought relief from the inland heat. The 

state population increased fourfold in this decade. To help accommodate all these visitors to the town, 

Charles Tuckey converted his recently built two story house in Mandurah Terrace, to a Hotel. This 

became the Brighton Hotel. 

Charles had been renting these premises to M. W.S. Brookman, a leading businessman of Perth, 

Kalgoorlie and Boulder. Once the house was no longer available as a holiday home, Mr Brookman asked 

Charles to find him a block of land near the water, and build him a four-bedroom house as a holiday 

residence. A block of land was found, and house built according to directions from Mr. Brookman. This 

building later became the Peninsular Hotel. Later, the Lands Department gave a portion of land, 

allowing a footbridge to be built thus giving easier access to the town. 
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Peninsula Hotel 

Transcripts of Letters from the letter book of Charles Tuckey 

1893:  

Mr. Ansty Esq. 
13th June 1893 

Dear Sir, 
We have not any fish by rail to Perth yet, but I am going there to arrange and will call and see 
you on my return. I am told you want a team of six bullocks for one or two weeks. If you are still 
require one, let me know at once. I could spare my team for a short time. 
Yours Faithfully, 
C.Tuckey 

Mr Wilson, 
Licenced Surveyor, 
Pinjarra 
27th June 1893 

Dear Sir, 
As you appear to be under the impression that my Chestnut mare ‘Camellia’ and foal belong to 
you. I wish to inform you that I bought her from your partner Mr C. J McMahon, and hold 
receipt for them. Anyone taking them without my written consent will be dealt with as the law directs. 
 
Yours Truly, 
C. Tuckey  
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Examples of letters from the letter books. 
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1894: Bridge across the Mandurah Estuary was built. The approaches were built entirely by men with 

wheel barrows, and the wooden bridge with men and horses. It consisted of 30 x 20 foot spans and 

was completed in six weeks. 
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Mandurah Old Bridge 

1895: July. Letter to D Milne & Son. Copy of a letter written by Charles Tuckey, to order a soldiering 

machine, and other equipment to the value of 100 Pounds needed to help in the sealing of the tins at 

the factory. 

1895: August. In reply to a letter from Mr Harwood, the Inspector of Works. Giving the cost of 

material to build a shelter shed for the Mandurah School. A Sum of 10 pounds required. 

1896: E Solomon Esq. M.L.A. Promising, to forward a prospectus of their ice making, cold storage and 

fresh fish supply Company.   Also suggesting a Fremantle South Railway extension past Robbs Jetty, 

over to Coogee at the back of Browns Mt., through Rockingham on the West side of White lake and 

Stake Hill, to Mandurah and then to Pinjarra. 

1897: Chairman of the Progress Association wrote to the Minister for Lands requesting he receive a 

deputation to discuss the following. 

Lighting the lamp on the bridge: A lamp has been placed on the bridge to help boats cross the 

Bar and enter at night. It was the responsibility of the Harbour and Lights Department, and as 

yet no action had been taken. 

Extension of the Breakwater: The Bar has always been a great concern, and frequently un-

navigable. An extension to the breakwater could help this problem. 

Land: Since the death of Peel, land around the Mandurah Town site has been unavailable for 

development.  This restricts the extension of the town, and land was needed for Public 

facilities. 

Post and Telegraph Office: A block of land was needed to build this facility. 
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It is necessary to complete the fishing stage, bathing house, and further amenities for the 

benefit of tourists and residents. 

 Halfway Bridge to Pinjarra: The increase in Tourists, needing improved travelling conditions. A 

bridge across the Murray River at Ravenswood is requested. 

1897: A Paddle Steamer, “Coolingup” was built by an enterprising Company, and floated at high tide 

into the Murray River. It carried passengers from, Pinjarra to Mill Island, and from there the passengers 

could continue their journey to Mandurah by Drag. The Harbour and Rivers under took to rid the river 

of snags, to enable this route to be used. The company responsible for establishing this service, had 

plans for clearing the bar at the mouth of the river to enable the steamer to explore the pretty inlets 

of the Southern Estuary. The same company also had plans to build a palatial hotel on one of the islands 

at the River mouth. This Island had just been surveyed and was to be offered for Public Auction. An 

article written in the daily paper described the area as having perfect bathing water, a delectable view 

of the estuary, and the summer climate of Eden. 

1897: Copy of an article, ’Western Mail’. 

A visit by the Governor Smith and his entourage to the Murray District. 

The party travelled to Pinjarra by Rail, then took part in the Historic trip on the Paddle Steamer 

‘Coolingup’ to the mouth of the Murray River. Here a picnic lunch was provided before the journey 

continued to Mandurah by ‘Drag’. Mandurah was bedecked in flags and greenery and the whole town 

turned out to welcome their important visitor. Among those present were Billy Dower, and two other 

heavily bearded representatives of the Aboriginal race, awaiting a hearing from his Excellency. After 

the official address, Billy Dower took the opportunity of explaining to the Governor, that the fishing 

Munga of his tribe had been broken down by white fishermen on two occasions. The Munga took some 

time to build and they had been deprived of catch, which provided them with a living. 

The Governor promised to present their petition to the proper authorities, and gave them a gift of 

supplies consisting of tabaco, tea, flour and sugar. 

1897: December.  Letter  

Mr W.J.George Esq. M.L.A. 

Dear Sir, 

Our Agricultural Hall is now nearing completion, but as the contract does not include a ceiling, 
the interior would present rather a bare appearance without it.  The committee have decided to have 
this done and trust to providence for the wherewithal to pay for it. It has occurred to me that you would 
be disposed to help in this matter by soliciting donations from some of the numerous influential people 
you come in contact with. I therefore take the liberty of enclosing a subscription list, and if you will 
kindly head same to give it a start, and will use your influence and eloquence in my behalf. I am 
sure the result would substantially assist us in providing the necessary funds for the ceiling. 
Furthermore, Mr. Sutton has kindly headed a local list with a substantial donation, but as a small 
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and not too rich community we cannot raise the whole amount without appealing for outside help. I 
have sent list to Mr W.A Bateman, and have no doubt he will interest himself for us in 
Fremantle. We had hoped to have the Hall finished by Christmas, but as the ceiling will take some 
little time, the opening will now probably have to be deferred until after the New Year holidays. 
Trusting you will do something for us in this matter. 

Yours Truly 

C. Tuckey 

1898: Mandurah Progress Association agreed to take the responsibility for the lighting of the lamp 

on the Bridge, on reasonable terms, provided that no responsibility was attached, if the lamp went out 

and caused any damage to life or property. 

1898: Mandurah was again visited by the Governor, Sir John Forrest, who was visiting the town to 

open the newly erected Agricultural Hall. This was a very social occasion celebrated with a Banquet 

and a Ball.     The invited guests included all Ministers, the resident Magistrate of Pinjarra, Chairman of 

the Murray Road Board and the Office of the Western Mail. On this occasion the Governor promised 

20 acres of land for a Recreation Ground. The new hall was made available for rent, and was advertise, 

as a Hall measuring 50x 22 feet, lit by 3 lamps, and available for rental at 10 Shillings per night. Chairs 

were not supplied.  

1898: It was recorded, the dates of spawning of various fish. 

November - Bream, Silver Bream, Perth Herring, King Fish, Schnapper. 

March and April - Sea Mullet. 

April - Mullet, Taylor and Whiting.     

1898: Annual Report to the Mandurah Progress Association 

Gentlemen: Your Committee has much pleasure in presenting their annual report for the year 1898.   

The Agricultural Hall was opened by the Right Honourable the Premier, who was accompanied by some 

of his colleagues and other distinguished visitors, on the 5th January. Prior to the opening, the Building 

Committee handed over the building to the Committee of Management, who were elected at a 

meeting held on the 8th January. 

The Committee consist of the following members: 

Messrs H. Sutton (chairman), C. Tuckey (secretary), Robert Smart, J. Gibson, J.M.Tuckey, G. Woollams, 

and W. Hollingworth. 

The Committee have had meetings during the year, and used their best endeavours to keep the 

requirements of Mandurah prominently before the Government. The following being some of the 

works to which they have given attention. 
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Baths: After considerable correspondence with the Public Works Department on this subject, 

a final reply was received on the 23rd April to the effect that there was no precedent for the 

Government undertaking works of this nature and therefore the request of the Association 

could not be complied with. 

Recreation Ground: An area of 20 acres for this purpose having been granted by the Premier, 

your committee recommended a site having a frontage of 1000 links to the South side of the 

main road to Pinjarra, by a depth of 200 links. The Western boundary, being in a line with the 

Eastern Boundary of the Church front. This has not yet been granted, though a letter from the 

Minister for Lands, dated the 16th May, leads to hope that the wishes of the Association will 

ultimately be acceded to. 

Resumption of Land for Townsite: An application was made to the Government to resume a 

square mile of land in Mandurah for a Townsite, in response to which the Minister for Lands 

wrote on the 13th June that although the proposal strongly recommended itself to him, he 

regretted that he could not comply with it, especially as private owners were subdividing land 

round Mandurah for the purpose named. 

Money Order Office: Your Committee also made representation to the Postmaster general as 

to the necessity which exists for a Money Order Office in connection with the local Post Office.     

It is regret the application was not successful, though, the availability of Postal notes relieves 

the situation to some extent. 

Mandurah – Pinjarra road bridge: This subject has been well agitated by your Committee, and 

they are pleased to report that the Chairman of the Murray Road Board advises under date of 

7th November, that he expected tenders for the work would be called shortly, which he 

anticipated would be taken in hand this Summer. This was confirmed by an officer of the Public 

Works Department, whom your Secretary Influenced on the matter. 

Finance: As will be seen by the Balance Sheet there is a sum in hand. Whilst there are 

outstanding liabilities amounting to £27 12/ 6p (pounds, shilling, pence), your Committee 

trusts that the members will exert every effort to liquidate this indebtedness as early as 

possible, as while it exists the much needed furniture for the hall cannot be obtained. 

In conclusion, your Committee would express their appreciation of the assistance we have received 

from the Member for the district Mr. George, who has at all times shown a lively interest in all matters 

pertaining to the welfare of Mandurah. 

Signed on behalf of the Committee of Mandurah. 

1899: An application was made to the Commissioner of Police for a police Constable to be stationed 

at Mandurah for the protection of the inhabitants. A hotel has been opened and the place is more 

often visited by tramps and undesirable characters. 

On 20th June that year the Fisherman and Preservers of the Murray River, declared that, the seaward 

approaches to the Estuary be permanently closed waters. Southern or Harvey estuary closed from the 

1st March to the 1st May. This, to be a definite breeding ground during that period. 

Letter by Charles Tuckey sent to the Ministerial Head of the Fisheries Department, and later sent to 

the Editor of the Western Mail. 
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30TH November 1899. 

“It has been well said that ‘Water as well as land was designed to provide food for men’ 

and amongst the many resources of Western Australia its harvest of the waters is not 

the least in importance. The teeming population engaged upon our goldfields in making 

the earth yield up to treasures, must be fed, and nature has bountifully placed at our 

very doors a lavish supply of one of the healthiest and most nourishing articles of diet.  

With application of labour, capital and skill, maybe made the basis of our main sources 

of wealth. With a seacoast of nearly 3000 miles and such magnificent inland waters as 

the Murray, Leschenault, Vasse and Wannerup estuaries, the various rivers, all 

possessing every essential requisite for the breeding of fish, and the natural habitat of 

an almost endless variety of edible kinds, an inexhaustable supply   could be obtained, 

not only sufficient for the vast population that we expect to have in the future, but also 

for export.  

To secure this desired end however, wise Legislation is necessary, but legislative---------

------- must be of such a nature that it will not interfere with those engaged in the 

industry, whilst at the same time it will protect and develop the countless stores of fish 

that our waters are ready to offer us. When it is borne in mind that the produce of the 

Scotch Salmon fisheries is valued at 3,000,000 pounds per annum, and the rental of the 

tay(?) alone is 17,000 pounds per annum, whilst that of the Irish rivers is very 

considerable, it can surely be conceived that the fishing industry is not one that should 

be ignored and that every effort should be made to guard against our streams becoming 

sterile. 

It must be confirmed that at the present time the industry (so far as the preserving 

branch is concerned) is far from being in a flourishing condition to which various causes 

have contributed. To quote from Mr Lindsay Thompson, late Chief Inspector of Fisheries; 

“So far, enterprise and capital have not availed themselves of the opportunity nature has 

so lavishly furnished, in turning to commercial account this vast field of yet latent natural 

wealth. Only a few points have been touched at all, and these but by a few fishermen 

who ply their workers in a most primitive way, having but little thought beyond a desire 

for a successful days capture”. 

The increased demand and higher prices for fresh fish induced by the influx of 

population, coupled with the falling off of the supply, came by the absence of protective 

measures in the past, have been means of curtailing the operations of the canning 

factories at Mandurah, and the source of supply  on which they firmly depended, are 

now depleted in the attempt to satisfy the enormous demand for the fresh article from 

the Metropole and the Goldfields and inland towns in touch with the railway system.  

In former years, owing to the lack of now open means of transport, the abundant supply 

of fish which was obtained from the waters in the neighbourhood of Mandurah, could 

only be utilised by canning them, and until the conditions altered, a profitable business 

was done in the West here, combined with Fruit and Vegetable preserving, but the same 

circumstances which caused the fish preserving business to languish also finally 

destroyed that of the fruit preserving. 
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The first fish preserving business in the colony was that established in Fremantle some 

30 years ago by Mr W. Bain. His operation however was on a small scale, and not 

withstanding that he was able to sell tinned Mullet at 10 shillings per dozen (tins), double 

the price selling now. It was not a success. 

Subsequently, Mr C.E. Broardhurst, recognising, that the increase quantities of fish 

which abounded at that time in the Peel Inlet and its tributaries could be tinned to some 

more profitable account than using them for manure which was then the practise, 

decided upon establishing a canning factory in Mandurah.  This he did about 1878 (in 

extensive premises built for the purpose, by Mr W.D Moore, who still owns them) but 

relinquished it in the following year when it was taken over by Mr Alex Forbes of 

Adelaide. This gentleman carried the business on for 4-5 years with varied success during 

which time he canned a great quantity of fruit and fish.      

In September 1880 Messrs J & C Tuckey embarked in the business starting a factory, the 

output of which averaged 30,000 to 50,000 tins per annum. They carried on until 1887 

when John Tuckey retired from the firm, which was continued on by Charles Tuckey 

alone, for about 2 years , when he was joined by Mr W.A. Bateman. The Style of the firm 

being altered to C Tuckey & Co., with Mr Charles Tuckey, as managing partner. 

The firm largely increased the output, at one time reached as many as 150,000 tins of 

canned fish per annum, and 23 tons of canned fruit in the season, obtaining for the latter 

a bonus of 200 pounds awarded by the Government for the first 20 tons of canned fruit 

in syrup produced in the colony.         Owing however, to the closure under the Fisheries 

Act of a large portion of the fishing grounds, together with the untoward circumstances 

before alluded to, the business gradually declined until last year (1898) their output was 

only 40,000 tins, and this year almost Nil, it having been found more profitable to send 

the fish to market in the fresh state.  

About 3 years ago the factory previously carried on by Mr Broardhurst, and afterwards 

by Mr Forbes, was reopened under the style of the ‘West Australian Preserving Co.’ by 

Mr E. Smart, who has since canned considerable quantities of Fish, Fruit, and Vegetables. 

Canning factories were also established by Messrs J.& T. Leighton, J. Tatham and L. 

Dawe, but the operations of all are now very much restricted.                                       

The quantities of the fish preserved at Mandurah, has been pronounced by 

Connoisseurs to be excellent, the Mullet being quite equal to the imported Salmon. 

Indeed its superiority was recognised so long ago as 1880/81 when Mr Tuckey obtained 

a medal at the Perth Exhibition for the excellence of his exhibits of Fish and Vegetables, 

notwithstanding its good quality, the Manufacturers have had uphill work in combating 

local prejudices, and competing with cheap imported brands. Mr Tuckey finding his 

stocks increasing at an alarming rate, wrote to the Government and Chamber of 

Manufacturers, strongly urging the need of an increased duty, and pointing out that 

whilst the other Colonies, including our own New South Wales were protected to the 

extent of from 2-6 shillings per dozen on Fruit, and 1-2 shillings per dozen on Fish. In 

Western Australia the duty was only 11 ¼ pence per dozen on the former and 5 ¼ pence 

on the latter. The duty is now 1 shilling per dozen on fish, but in view of the fact that in 
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1897 the importation of tinned fish into the Colony reached the large total of over 760 

tons, valued at £33,887, it is worthy of consideration whether it will be desirable to 

stimulate local production by further increasing the duty. 

That is if the accomplishment of-------------- ?  does not unfortunately like the grower to 

do so, forever out of our hands. A little encouragement of this nature would also attract 

capital to the industry and cause improved appliances and methods to be introduced to 

take the place of the somewhat primitive ones at present employed. As Mr Lindsay 

Thompson says; 

“It will be obvious that the comparatively few places named as the principal sources of 

the present fish supply of the Colony, from quite an inappreciable portion of the entire 

coastline, and yet the whole length of this line is equally productive and still remains 

untouched. Official information asserts that it has resources capable of supporting a very 

large fishing Population, and yet as fishing operations are even attempted there, these 

need only to be tapped, not only to introduce important additions to the fish supply for 

the Colony, but also to form the nucleus of a future extensive support trade”. 

In years gone by large quantities of Snapper used to be caught in Safety Bay. The local 

demand was then very limited and they were dried in the sun and shipped to Java and 

the Straits Settlements, where they found a ready market and left a good profit on the 

prices paid to the fishermen, which was £12 per ton.                      

With reference to the partial depopulation of the (finny tribes)? in the Murray Estuary, 

and the contributing streams Mr Tuckey is strongly of the opinion that one of the causes 

is to be found in the fact that the saw dust which finds its way into the rivers from the 

timber mills, is responsible for the destruction of large numbers of the young fish.  Long 

after he had formed that opinion from his own personal observation, he found his views 

confirmed by a report from America that; 

“That the Shad are nearly extinct, and the Salmon are being rapidly exterminated by the 

increasing quantity of saw dust accumulating in the principal rivers from the Water 

mills”. 

Similar pollution is, and has been for years been going on in connection with the 

tributaries to the Peel inlet, and if it is proved to have a deteriorating effect on the fish 

nurseries. Stringent regulations should be framed, prohibiting the Mill owners from 

using the streams, running through their concessions, as receptacles for saw dust or 

other refuse from their mills damaging to fish life. It is thought to be something more 

than a coincidence that the falling off of the fish supply has been more noticeable during 

the past 2 or 3 years, in which the output of timber has largely increased, and mills have 

been established on the banks of all streams between Perth and Albany.   

There can be no doubt that the fishing industry at Mandurah would be greatly benefited 

by the establishment, by the Government, of Refrigeration Works in the locality.  

To reach the Metropolis, the fish have to be sent a distance of 14 miles by road to 

Pinjarra, thence 54 Miles by rail to Perth to which has to be added a distance of perhaps 

10 or 12 miles by boat from where they were caught, so that it sometimes happens in 
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hot weather, large catches are lost. This would be avoided if ice could always be readily 

and cheaply obtained on the spot. To convey the fish to market in water is out of the 

question so long as the Bar at the entrance to the Peel Inlet, is allowed to remain in its 

present unnavigable state, for boats of even the smallest draft. If this obstacle were 

removed, no doubt small fast Steamers, especially built for the trade would be 

employed.       

1900: A request was made to the Government, for compensation for the enforced closure of the 

canning factory. This compensation probably was not forthcoming, as the factory moved to the eastern 

side of the estuary, at Carrabungup. Fish canning continued in Mandurah until the First World War in 

1914. The fish factory Premises in Mandurah were not pulled down until 1924.        

 

1900: An English tourist wrote enthusiastically of her holiday at the beginning of the new century:    

“I took a drive (from Pinjarra) of 14 miles through rich fruit growing country to the charming 

seaside town of Mandurah. Pears, peaches and nectarines loaded the trees, and there is a fine 

fruit-preserving factory, as well as several factories for preserving fish. The Brighton Hotel is 

very comfortable, and you can get a vast amount of pleasure at this charming resort. Boating 

fishing and shooting can be indulged in to your heart’s content. I had a right merry time; several 

people I knew were staying there, and I became quite an expert at fishing. Across the ferry 

from the hotel is the Murray estuary, which is really teeming with fish.      The Goldfields people 

patronise Mandurah largely, and many huge catches of fish have been chronicled by them on 

their return to the fields from their holiday. Very large King-fish are frequently caught with 

handlines.   Almost any kind of line will do. It is amusing to see the greedy things snapping at 

anything you put on the hook. I saw one caught that measured 5 feet in length and weighed 

38lb. Black bream weighing 4lb are a common catch. Hosts of crabs are about, making fishing 

more exciting than ever. At one time I thought fishing the slowest amusement in the world, 

but after this experience in Mandurah I am convinced there is some fascination in it after all. 
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In two days a visitor caught seventeen dozen Whiting, Bream and Mullet. The Mullet is a 

delicious fish, more like Salmon than anything. Some English people staying at the hotel said it 

was quite equal to the English Salmon. As you can imagine, plenty of well cooked fish is 

supplied at the table and anyone requiring a quiet and enjoyable rest from city troubles cannot 

do better than visit Mandurah, where in addition to the splendid fishing, other sports can be 

indulged in, since plenty of good Duck, Teal, and Snipe shooting is to be got at the lakes 5 miles 

out.” 

1902: November - Letter to the Editor of the Morning Herald, Perth from the Mandurah Progress 

Association.   

We wish to stress the importance of maintaining the quality of the rivers entering the estuary. The Saw 

dust must be stopped and the entrance to the Estuary must be maintained. A training Wall was started, 

and 23 chains built at a cost of 490 Pounds, 30 years ago. 20 years ago, £2000 was voted for its 

extension. When the expenditure of this amount was asked for, they started surveys. Since then there 

have been two more surveys and another £450 voted for this work, and not another stone laid. 

Signed, 

Secretary Progress Association. 

1902: Letter from Charles Tuckey to Mrs Smyth, Perth advising her, that he had a four-room cottage 

available for rent at 25 Shillings per week. Available in two weeks fully furnished. 

1903: May letter to the Officer in Charge of Aboriginals, forwarding a list of names for blanket 

distribution. Names of those included; George Winjan, Neddie Cleyei, Mippy Bandoo, Morie Dalyup, 

Susan Cunyung, Sarah Bunyung, Toby Bejine, Eddie, Hilda, Amy, May and Jack Fennel. 

1903: June; letter to the Public Works Department. We wish to inform you that the entrance channel 

is open near the west side, wish to stress that it would be a good time to continue with the extension 

of the training wall. 

1903: An agreement was made for Mr. James Harris to look after and feed native George Urien, until 

the death of the native. A shelter was built for them. Costs and food were to be provided by the 

Aboriginal Department. 

1905: February - Charles Tuckey reports an outbreak of Diphtheria in Mandurah and isolating the 

town was affecting the sales of goods. 

1906: An application was made to the Public Works Department to have the Esplanade North of the 

Government Jetty cleared, and grassed for the benefit of residents and Tourists. The cost would be 

approximately £25. The erection of Public Baths was proposed. A later letter acknowledged that the 

land was still in private ownership. This must have been eventually resolved.  

1907: A request to the Post and Telegraph Department, to increase the mail service from 4 days a 

week to daily at least for six months of the year and to cover the tourist season. 

A Public Closet and urinal had been needed for some time in Mandurah to prevent filth and disease.   

The cost for this is estimated at £10. The proposal was to have a pan system with one or two pipes 

leading from the urinal into the river. It was suggested this be built near the south eastern approach to 

the bridge to be close to the school. 
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1908: Application was made to the Murray Road Board to have Mandurah Terrace macadamised for 

the full width for about 5 Chains North of the Bridge    The present road was in bad repair and the black 

sand between the road and footpath creates clouds of dust. 

The Murray Road Board was informed that the Mandurah Bridge was badly in need of repair. 

The Murray Road Board was asked to frame a By-Law prohibiting use of firearms within the boundaries 

of Mandurah Townsite. Two or three horses have been shot, and near misses recorded by some 

residents. 

The Progress Association wrote a letter to the local Post Mistress, granting her a half holiday per week, 

as requested by the Postal Department. The Association suggested the holiday be taken on 

Wednesday, as Saturday was not suitable. 

1911: A Hunt Club was formed, and at the opening meet a 100 people were present.      They 

assembled at Ravenswood where Mr& Mrs Thomas provided afternoon tea. Light and dark blue were 

their colours. In this same year a Hunt Club Ball was held. The club continued until the outbreak of the 

First World War. 

1893: Copy of a letter written by Charles Tuckey to W.P.Paterson  Esq. J.P, M.L.A. 

Dear Sir, 

A word on duties. The factories that have started, the assembly do not feel inclined to encourage the 
Premier as very far seeing in many things and he wants more revenue. We do not request him to 
lose any by fruit and fish as he did on tobacco. It is simple enough for him. A corresponding duty 
with the other colonies on our preserves, a revision of our tariff is what we have been told to wait for. 
We have been working against this difficulty for the last thirteen years and after so long standing, we 
consider the Premier should be the first to place C. Tuckey & Co. on equal footing of protection 
with the other Colonies, and any member who does not back him must be very short sighted. You 
want to keep the money in the Colony and increase labour. The loss of the Schooner “Comet” on 
our South Beach is another instance of the necessity of immediate erection of the Mandurah 
Bridge. I will not trouble you with detail of events.  

I am dear Sir,  your obedient Servant, 

C.Tuckey & Co.                              

                                                                    

These letter books kept by Charles, the pages are now very fragile, and also many of the records can 

no longer be read, either the writing is too faint or the ink they used has badly smudged. Those I could 

read, and I thought were of Historical interest, I have copied as closely as possible. 

Judith Tuckey (wife of the late Owen Tuckey), August 2017 


