
Mural concept for John Tonkin College

• During the design workshop I spoke to the children about my arts practice and working as a full time artist in Perth. Working predominantly in abstraction, I shared 
insights into breaking down visual elements into their basic forms so they are representational only. I believe the ability of the public to think critically and interpret 
non-representational modern contemporary artwork can be underestimated. Presenting people with high-quality, multi-faceted artwork is important to help stimulate 
depth in their observations. An encounter with a surprising artwork encourages engagement as it stimulates curiosity, provokes thought, intrigues and delights. The 
design allows viewers the freedom to explore the artwork and investigate its meaning. This intensely personal process helps to enrich a person’s experience and 
appreciation of the artwork. 

• We discussed the school ethos of ‘Respect, Commit, Excel’. 
• We discussed place, community and what the children liked about living in the Mandurah area. The main source of enjoyment gained from the local area which 

resonated with all was the ocean, the river and the activities taking place within.
• Other themes which were discussed were imagination and the importance of recycling.
• The recycling symbol has been included in the design.
• The integration of a word into the design has been used as the main focal point. Positive affirmations are an important part of self expression for children and have 

the power to help them visualize and believe in the truth of what they’re declaring. They offer many benefits including overcoming negative self-talk, building self-
esteem and helping to build the belief that they have the power to create the life they want. YEAH! offers many positive meanings for the children and of course 
they will assign their own: 
- YEAH! YOU CAN.
- YEAH! I FEEL GREAT.
- YEAH! I AM WORTHY.
- YEAH! I AM HERE.
- YEAH! I WILL.
- YEAH! TO LIFE.

 Other words we considered were: NICE; HEY; BE YOU; GOOD; DO; CREATE; RECYCLE; IMAGINE.
• Flowing water and the Serpentine River were used as inspiration for the exploration of intersecting line work, which has been placed at the top of the design.
• The children were keen for an optical illusion or similar which made interesting use of the corner of the walls. The three coloured lines offering the positivity of a 

rainbow shoot off, drawing your eyes in different directions.
• The cluster of circles represents marine life found in the river and ocean.
• The water splashes on the left inject energy and fun. The overlaying of colours creates an interesting intersection and contrast.
• Working through the use of colour and palettes of contrasting and complementary colours, blues were chosen to reflect the overarching theme; yellow and orange 

for summer, the sun and positivity; red for contrast. The dark blue colour of the wall was considered and use within the design through negative space.
• Patterns based on the theme were created and these have been used to inject fun into the letters.
• The bulk of the design has been placed at ground level to remain within reach for the children to paint.

I think the design is super fun, extremely relevant to the school age children and timeless. I have no doubt the mural will contribute to a sense of belonging, assisting to 
foster an energetic and creative atmosphere. I’m looking forward to the painting sessions!

* Dulux Weathershield UV paint will be used.
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