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Oakwood PrimaryOakwood PrimaryOakwood Primary
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Oakwood Primary

Are you feeling a bit worried about starting
high school — especially if your friends are
going somewhere else? I felt the same coming
from Oakwood Primary. I thought I wouldn’t
see my friends much anymore, but that hasn’t
been the case. We still catch up all the time,
and those friendships are still going strong.

One thing I’ve realised is that making new
friends is actually pretty easy. If you’re kind to
people, they’re kind back. I remember
standing outside my first Maths class on Day 1
— a small chat turned into new friendships
straight away.

My favourite class is definitely Cooking — I
love it! I’m also enjoying Surf Science. I’m still
building my confidence, but working in groups
makes it fun, and it feels like a really
supportive class.

The teachers are great too. It feels like a more
mature environment, and they’re really easy to
get along with.

Coming to the Transition Expo and Transition
Day helped me feel more comfortable before
starting. I got to look around the school and
see some familiar faces, which made those
first few days much easier.

So if you’re feeling unsure, don’t worry. You’ll
settle in, make new friends and find your way
before you know it.
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Brayden
Meadow Springs Primary School
“The best thing about high school is being able to work on
our own in classes like in Metal Work and science, where
we are shown what to do and then we get straight into the
practical lesson."  

Brayden explains how he worried that the work might be
too hard and he may struggle, but he has kept on top of
the school work, no problems.

“I also like moving around the school for classes during the
day.  Your brain doesn’t get tired from sitting in the same
classroom all day.”



Noah & Jackson
Meadow Springs & Mandurah Primary

Peer-Ability - Year 7 Camp  
JTC Dawesville Marine Centre



High school has been really fun so far — there’s
always something to look forward to each day.

One of the best things is how each class feels like a
fresh start. If one lesson doesn’t go your way, you can
reset as soon as you walk into the next one. New
class, new teacher, new momentum — it makes a big
difference.

I really enjoy Maths, but Surf Science is definitely my
favourite. The Surf Science Camp has been a
highlight, and it’s something I’ll always remember.
I actually get disappointed if I have to miss school —
especially when it means missing Surf Science!

John
Riverside Primary

"Every"Every  class is a fresh start — and Surf Science is the one I class is a fresh start — and Surf Science is the one I
never want to miss.”never want to miss.”
"Every class is a fresh start — and Surf Science is the one I
never want to miss.”
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Eli
Golden Bay Primary
Dolphin Cruise  
JTC Dawesville Marine Centre



Kye
Dudley Park
Primary
I wasn’t too sure what high school would be like at
first — it felt like a big step up from primary school.
But it didn’t take long to realise there was nothing
to worry about.

The teachers are really supportive and easy to get
along with, which made settling in a lot easier
than I expected. One of my favourite things is
being able to move around the school for different
classes — it makes every day feel a bit more
independent and exciting.

I also made new mates really quickly. Everyone
was welcoming, and my friends helped me find my
classes in those first few weeks, which made a
huge difference.

I’m really looking forward to starting Cooking next
term — I can’t wait to try something new and learn
new skills.

High school has been a great start so far.

I’ve really enjoyed settling into high school — it’s been a
great experience so far.

I was a bit unsure at the start, but there was honestly
nothing to worry about. Coming to the Transition Day
and Transition Expo made a big difference. I already
knew my way around, which helped me feel confident
from day one.

Science has definitely been my favourite subject. It’s
really interactive, and getting to use the Bunsen
burners has been a highlight — it makes learning a lot
more exciting.

High school has been a great start, and I’m keen for
what’s ahead.

Reggie
Dudley Park Primary
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Aaliya & Sienna
Oakwood Primary
Starting high school is a big moment — but for
Aaliyah and Sienna, it was one they were secretly
hoping to share.

Best friends since Kindy, the two had both set their
sights on Surf Science after hearing about it for
the first time during a presentation from Mr Heeley
at their primary school. Without even telling each
other, they both applied… and both got in!

It wasn’t until later they realised they’d be heading
to JTC together — and the excitement was instant.
Now in Year 7, they’re loving being part of Surf
Science and starting this new chapter side by side.

What began as a shared interest has turned into a
shared journey, with both girls already looking
ahead to their future goals — Aaliyah dreaming of
becoming a Marine Biologist, and Sienna hoping to
become a teacher.

From Kindy to high school, their friendship
continues to grow — proving that sometimes the
best adventures are the ones you end up on
together.

One of the best things about starting high school has
been how close everyone feels in Year 7. That’s probably
what I’ve enjoyed most.

I was really worried about bullying before coming to high
school. I’ve experienced it before, so I was hoping for a
fresh start in 2026 — and that’s exactly what I’ve found.
My friends are kind, supportive and honestly feel like a
family.

I’ve also been loving Cooking. We’ve made chocolate
truffles, pizza and milkshakes — the milkshakes were
definitely my favourite! I’m not sure what elective I’ll have
next term, but I’m excited to try something new.

Another thing I really like is being able to express myself
more. From hairstyles to jewellery, it feels like you can be
yourself — and that makes school a really comfortable
place to be.

Indigo
Singleton Primary

“We were so excited to both be
coming to JTC together!”
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Did you know? 

John Tonkin College, in
partnership with Murdoch
University Harry Butler Institute
and the Alcoa Foundation, is
leading an innovative project
studying mussel species
equipped with sensors across our
region. 

Dive into the fascinating world of
marine ecology with Imogen's
exclusive mussel dissection
tutorial!

Join us in exploring the hidden
depths of our marine ecosystem
today.

IN THE NEWS

Elena
Glencoe Primary
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J T C

Alex & Chase
Meadow Springs Primary
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